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WELCOME

to AMDG by John Browne, Head Master

I am delighted to be sending you this first edition
of AMDG – a Latin phrase which I know you will all
remember well.
I hope that you enjoy catching up on College news,
finding out what some of your fellow Old Aloysians
are doing and working out which event or reunion you
would like to attend. Do you have a significant class year
anniversary coming up? If so, then turn to Forthcoming
Events & Reunions on p5 to find out how to organise a
Reunion.
If you haven’t been back to Garnethill for a while, then
you might be interested to know that we are building a
new Sports Facility on the campus. This is the biggest
capital project to date and more news on this is on p18.
We are also working on a Capital Development Plan
which will take us through the next 10 years, to improve
our facilities and take care of our listed buildings.
AMDG is your OA publication. If you have news, updates
or photographs which you would like to share with the OA
community, then please do get in touch. The magazine is
going to be an annual publication and if you would prefer
to receive it direct to your Inbox, then please do contact
our Development & Alumni Relations team – contact details
are noted below – and they will be happy to arrange this
for you.

If you would like further information on any of the items in AMDG please contact one of the following:
Caroline Notman: Director of Development & Alumni Relations . . . cnotman@staloysius.org . . . 0141 331 9274
Kirstie Birr: Database Manager . . . kbirr@staloysius.org . . . 0141 332 3190
Susannah O’Rourke: Alumni Relations Officer . . . sorourke@staloysius.org . . . 0141 331 9246
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EVENTS & REUNIONS

Recent and Forthcoming

Grateful thanks go to our OA Group Leaders who are helping to bring former pupils together from around the world:

London:		

David Guild (1977); Claire Kavanagh (1999); Jonathan Lafferty (2006)

Aberdeen:		

Kevin Devlin (1993)

Glasgow:		

Mike Smith (1986)

Sydney:		

Donna Madden (1990); Louise Lynagh (1992); Yvonne Reilly (2001)

Thanks also to the following OAs who have been involved in organising Class Reunions:
Phil Crampsey, Frank Dunn & Andy Casey (1965);
Peter Rainey (1974/5); Rosemary Simmonds (née Quinn) (2003); Maria Hannah (née Burns) and Paul Coyle (2004);
Kieran Gilmurray (Rugby Cup Winners 1990); Michael Gill (Relay Champs 1990); Stella Lockhart (1987/8).
Class of 1965

1990 Rugby Reunion

Class of 1988 - Girls

Class of 2004

Class of 1988 - Boys
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Ogilvie 400
Coming together at St Aloysius Church and in
the College over the weekend of 7 & 8 March
2015, hundreds of Aloysians, parishioners
and guests from the UK’s 10 Jesuit Schools
gathered together for a weekend of
commemoration for the 400th anniversary of
the martyrdom of St John Ogilvie SJ. Music
was composed especially for the event
by former parent and renowned Scottish
Composer, Sir James McMillan, and sung
by the Junior and Senior School choirs from
the 10 Jesuit Schools over the weekend of
commemorations.
Fr. Provincial Dermot Preston SJ was the main
celebrant.

Aberdeen Pub Night
Our OA’s in Aberdeen met for the first time in November
2014, including young OA’s from the class of 2014 who
are studying there. It is hoped that another event will be
organised in 2016. If you live in the Aberdeen area and
would like notification, please let us know.
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Are you living in the Greater London area?
If so, the London Aloysian Committee of David Guild (1977), Claire Kavanagh (1999) and Jonathan Lafferty (2006)
will give you a warm welcome at any of our London events. Look out for news in our Forthcoming Events section.

AMDG

London Pub Night 2014

FEBRUARY 2016
Business Network
Led by OA, Mike Smith, our Business Network in Glasgow
has attracted OAs back to the College to hear talks so far
from former parent, Lord Willie Haughey, current parent, Billy
McFadyen of The Hydro and OA Martin Darroch of Harper
McLeod. With three events planned each year, our next one
will be held on Monday 29th February in the College Hall at
6.00pm. Our guest speakers will be from The Scottish Rugby
Union: President, Edward Crozier and Director of Commercial
Operations and Public Affairs, Dominic McKay.

London Dinner 2015

London Aloysian Dinner (Date to be confirmed 2016)
Look out for future details for the Aloysian Dinner at London’s
Caledonian Club in Belgravia.

MAY 2016
Donors’ Reception
Thursday 5th May
It’s a chance for us to thank those who have supported the
College.
We will bring our donors together for this special event, which
will become an annual fixture in the College calendar.
Business Network
The final Business Network prior to the summer holidays will
take place on Monday 23rd May in the College Hall.
Guest Speakers to be announced.
Sydney Pub Night

JUNE 2016
Class of 1966 Golden Reunion
Friday 3rd June in the College, from 6.00pm.
Class representatives are John McKee and Denis Daly.
Please contact them if you wish to attend.
johnjustinmckee@gmail.com
denniswdaly@btinternet.com
Aloysian Association Summer Ball
Saturday 11th June
Enjoy dining, dancing and raising money for some great
causes at the most glittering event of the year.
Venue - Radisson Blu Hotel.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016
Business Network

Class of 1986 – 30 year Reunion
Date to be confirmed.
Please contact Susannah O’Rourke to register your interest at:
sorourke@staloysius.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON REUNIONS AND EVENTS,
OR TO REGISTER, PLEASE VISIT:
https://community.staloysius.org/welcome

Do you have an anniversary year approaching for your
Class Reunion for 1976, 1996 or 2006?
Contact our Alumni Relations Officer, Susannah O’Rourke, who can
help contact your class-mates on your behalf and assist in arranging
the event.

Contact:

sorourke@staloysius.org or call 0141-331-9246 for further details.
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Memories are made of this . . .

MY FIRST DAY

By Brian Hannan OA (1971)

“Mostly, I remember being itchy. By law it appeared that new
clothing was always itchy. The new shirt was bad enough
without the stiffenings inserted into the collar wings constricting
my neck and the tie marshalled into a tight choke by my mother.
My feet ached from new shoes not yet worn in. The only useful
item my mother had not seen fit to pack were crampons - for
my new school sat on one of the steepest hills in Glasgow, so
dangerous, apparently, (in the days before Health and Safety),
that hand railings were attached to walls for those considering
the treacherous Scott Street ascent from Sauchiehall Street.
“Mass was the first order of the day in the vast glorious church.
I had not far to go to find my class, using the lower Hill Street
entrance (a classroom now converted to the Refectory) to find
1A. We were on our mettle from the start, having discovered the
school (in true sportsman fashion) had adopted a relegation/
promotion approach to examinations, the top pupils in one class
going down, replaced by the best from the class below.

“On first sight, the school fulfilled the fundamental requirement
of a Victorian building – dark and forbidding. Luckily, this was
not my first visit, and I had seen that inside it was somewhat
friendlier. Months earlier I had sat the entrance exam, a rite of

“I was part of a contingent from Dumbarton – Eddie Brogan,

passage flanked by a haircut at the legendary Fusco’s and high

Jod (from his initials) O’Donnell and my brother Paul among

tea afterwards in Treron’s department store.

the motley crew, and joined a few years in by Tom Ward back
from Blairs – so I was not alone at playtime – although we
quickly learned that the older years dominated the high-fenced
playground. There was even a “tuck shop” – a corner shop
opposite that sold “Skoosh.
“Luckily, I have no precise memory of teachers encountered on
that first day, but recently bumped into (in, of all places, Makro)
one I remember with affection, the splendid Jimmy Kelly, and, of
course, at the inaugural Business Network, Father Banyard.”
Brian Hannan is the author of The Making of The Magnificent
Seven: Behind the Scenes of the Pivotal Western, published
in the US and UK by McFarland Publishing and available on
Amazon and Waterstones etc.
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Do you remember your first or last day in particular? If you have a memory which you would like to share,
please contact: Susannah O’Rourke, Alumni Relations Officer, at: sorourke@staloysius.org

THE COSMO WHEELERS

By Bill Flynn OA (1959)

“For a short time in 6th Year, a group of us formed a cycling club, calling it “The Cosmo Wheelers.” That was because
we left from the Cosmo cinema, (now the Glasgow Film Theatre), on the weekends, when we went for our runs, usually
down the Clyde coast to somewhere like Largs or Seamill.
We travelled by tram to and from Millerston (paying for it ourselves!) In the early days of “rock ‘n roll”, a group of us
going into town from Millerston and sitting in the upstairs front portion of an old tram (a Shoogly) were almost ejected
by the driver for singing “rock ‘n roll” songs and beating time with our rulers and other school implements right above
his head! Save us from an irate Glasgow tram driver or clippie!
That year, 1959, as a “junior” at 17 years old, I rode just under 6,500 miles and rode in 26 races, from 10 miles, through
25 miles, to 50 miles – all time trials.”

Wearing my S t Aloysius’ scarf whilst on a week end
youth hostelling trip to Oban.

Still cycling in September 2013, during an event in Salmon
Arm, a city about 70 miles west of Kamloops in Canada.

9

AMDG

READING ALOUD TO THE “JAYS”

By Ian Burns OA (1949)

Ian Burns - Back Row, Middle

“From the middle of 4th year onwards – around 1947 – I
would be asked once or twice a term to read to the Jesuits
over supper. Fr. Dukes quietly filed it all and you never knew
whether you were more or less favoured than anyone else.
However, I suppose volume, clarity and communication came
into consideration. It was both a responsibility and an enjoyable
challenge.
“Readers sat in the magnificent library, long lost to fire, to
prepare the reading books, selected by Father Dukes, before
being invited through to read to the Fathers over what, in
today’s terms, was an early 5 p.m. supper.
“Father Dukes, Maths teacher, a tall, dignified figure, not
unreasonably known as “The Duke” had a generous share of an
indefatigable Jesuit sense of humour, looked after the reading
rota and helped sort out any textural difficulties beforehand
where one sat quietly among the silent floor to ceiling tomes
awaiting the summoning Jesuit Brother slipping through the
curtained door. Entering the refectory, one bowed, sat at a
side table, began with a short gospel reading, followed by a
prescribed and rather turgid chunk, grandly announced as, “It
follows in The Practice of Perfection and Christian Virtue by
Father Alphonsus Rodriguez of the Society of Jesus.”
“For the next 20-30 minutes, the reading material would be
narrative, topical, reflective, often light hearted. In the course
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of preparation one tried to spot the funnies in the hope of
highlighting such for a chuckle: totally disconcerting then
would be the silent Fathers bursting into peals of completely
unanticipated laughter at something one had missed and
perceived mid-forkful uproarious.
“After a gracious “Thank you, Ian” from Father Rector at the head
of the table – who although not on the teaching staff where
surnames were the norm – had taken the trouble to know your
Christian name, one bowed again and left for a late bus home.
“Reading well out loud is something in which I take pride to
this day, giving Isaiah “what for” of a Sunday. Thank you, you
masticating Jesuit Fathers for teaching me always to assume
one’s hearers listen with fullest attention.
“After a recent Deanery Mass, a
visiting cleric asked if I had ever
done any acting. “Not much”, I
replied, “but at my old school I
used to read to the Masters over
supper.”
“Ah”, he replied, “that would be
the Jesuits at St Aloysius then?”
“Aye richt!”
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PLAYING AN INSTRUMENTAL ROLE

Maurice Taylor

“

Being the first to support the replacement organ, Maurice Taylor said,

I have always had a great interest in organ music and organs, and we are delighted
to be able to help the College with the purchase of this fine instrument, which will be
a wonderful addition for Glasgow as a cultural city.

”

The Taylor Family (left to right: David, Una, Maurice and Nicola)

Thanks to a generous donation by The Maurice Taylor
Charitable Trust, they helped to kick-start the project which saw
the installation of a replacement organ in St Aloysius Church.
Former pupil, Maurice Taylor (1957), Founder and Chief
Executive of The Chardon Group, is renowned and respected
both nationally and internationally as one of Scotland’s most
successful hotel and restaurant owners, with a portfolio
including Holiday Inn Express Royal Mile, Holiday Inn Express
Edinburgh Airport, Holiday Inn Express Perth, Holiday Inn
Express Dunfermline, Holiday Inn Express Glasgow Theatreland,
Holiday Inn Glasgow Theatreland and French restaurant, La
Bonne Auberge, which recently celebrated its 40th anniversary
on Bastille Day 2015.

He also founded Chardon Management Ltd, the UK’s largest
independent hotel management company, which was
subsequently sold two years ago to Interstate Hotels and
Resorts, the largest U.S. based global management company.
Noted for his innovation and strategic vision throughout his
career, Maurice has been the proud recipient of a plethora of
awards including Lifetime Achievement and Entrepreneur of the
Year from a number of august bodies, the most recent awards
include the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ from the Inspiring
City Awards 2015 and the CIS Excellence Awards 2015 for
‘The Lifetime Excellence Award.’ He was inducted into The
University of Strathclyde’s ‘Hall of Fame’ for Entrepreneurs in
2012, where he also holds an Honorary Doctorate and is a
Visiting Professor for the Scottish Hotel School.

Recognised as one of Scotland’s top entrepreneurs, in the late
1980’s Maurice created, developed and ran the prestigious
Parklands Country Club in Newton Mearns – a first in its class at
the time.
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THE TAYLOR
FAMILY ORGAN
The organ in St Aloysius Church, which was
purchased second-hand in the 1920’s, was failing
and proving to be unpredictable. Discussions
started in 2013 between the Church, the Diocese
and the College to source another instrument,
when the opportunity arose to purchase a preowned organ for the Church.
The replacement organ, by the Dutch firm Van
den Heuvel, was originally built for The Duke’s
Hall of the Royal Academy of Music in London
and has been installed in Glasgow’s St Aloysius
Church by almost the same team who built it in
the first place in 1993.

The organ – a stunning addition – is now
situated in a gallery in the east end of the
Church, and is in the best location for the choir,
so that the whole sound faces in one direction.
The St Aloysius Schola Foundation is being
established to preserve the organ and ensure
that liturgical music gains strength in the College.
The Head Master stated:
“We are deeply grateful to the Taylor Family
for their generous contribution, as we are to
all those who have supported this magnificent
instrument – both from the College and the
Parish. As we develop links around the city, we
also intend to work with organ students from
the Royal Conservatoire for practice sessions,
thereby maintaining a living tradition of expert
organ playing in Glasgow.”
Images by Gerri Campbell Photography
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He’s been a lead singer in
a band, acted alongside
Scottish legend Tom Conti,
and faced down the barrel
of a gun in Uganda.

Photographer - Eddie Safarik

arik
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WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS

Professor John Francis Fraser

Professor John Francis Fraser, from the Class of 1986, talks to
Caroline Notman about his days at the College, and his role as
Medical Director of a project on the cusp of a medical breakthrough for mankind.
When you meet John, you are struck by his boundless energy
- his lust for life, a razor sharp intelligence and his dedication to
medicine.
A long way from his native Baillieston, where he laughingly
remarks, “my Green Blazer got me into a few fights on the way
home”, nowadays John lives in Brisbane with his wife and five
children, and is Professor and Pre-Eminent Staff Specialist in
Intensive Care at Prince Charles Hospital, a major teaching
hospital specialising in cardiac and respiratory medicine and
cardio-thoracic surgery.
His experience of Senior School at the College was wonderful,
and he fondly remembers his teachers, such as “Bilko”, Mr Hugh
Ferrie, who taught English, and learning O-Grade Gaelic in sixth
year with Mr Renton, but he reserves a special place for one
teacher in particular, Mrs Geggan.
“My inspiration at the College was Sheila Geggan who was
the kind of teacher you would always call “mum” by mistake.
She was Head of Biology and I think 20 pupils qualified from
our year to study Medicine.”
Having achieved 5 Highers at the tender age of 15, John was
too young to go to University, so had to stay on for a sixth year.
However, it’s not in John’s nature to rest on his laurels, and he
became involved in several extra-curricular activities, joining
Scottish Opera, Scottish Youth Theatre and the National Youth
Theatre. He appeared as a pupil in Tom Conti’s class in the
1986 film, ‘Heavenly Pursuits’, also starring Oscar winner Helen
Mirren. In the same year, he worked alongside a young Daniel
Craig in the National Youth Theatre, touring as far as Russia and
treading the boards in the first British theatre company to act in
the Moscow Arts Theatre.
John’s Jesuit roots brought out the activist in him, and he was
involved in anti-apartheid marches in the ‘Free Nelson Mandela’
era - frequently demonstrating whilst covering his school
uniform with a second-hand trench coat which his mother hated
- once even occupying the studios of Scottish Television as part
of a sit-in protest.
He went on to study Medicine at the University of Glasgow,
where he became President of the Medical Society and Editor
of the magazine. He was awarded fellowships in Medicine and
Anaesthesia during his basic training, which he completed in
Brisbane, gaining a PhD on burns and smoke inhalation.
The combination of John’s Jesuit ethos and his work on

respiratory failure took him to Uganda, where he worked on
technology to assist children with pneumonia, in places so poor
that the hospitals could not even afford oxygen. As part of this,
he brought along essential medical research devices to the
study hospital there. The slight drawback was that he had no
papers for the equipment, which he was hoping to smuggle
in. His plane landed late at night in torrential rain, where he
was met by a surly security guard, who searched his bags and
refused him entry. Staring down the barrel of a gun, John’s only
solution at that time of night was to negotiate a midnight bribe,
which thankfully worked!
Today John is involved in a new revolution, not a political one,
but a ground-breaking medical development which could
transform the lives of millions of people around the world. Three
in every ten deaths worldwide are caused by cardiovascular
diseases, affecting approximately 17 million people each year.
John has been working as Medical Director on “The BiVACOR”,
a bionic heart which was originally designed back in 2001
by Australian Engineer, Dr Daniel Timms. John and Daniel’s
paths crossed when they were working in offices next door to
one another and now they are part of an international team of
experts developing this medical and technological leap.
The BiVACOR, now being run through the team in the USA,
is the size of a fist and small enough to be transplanted into
a child, with one moving part – a single and perpetually
magnetically levitating rotor – which allows blood to flow
continuously, eradicating a pulse entirely. It is expected that this
bionic heart could last for up to ten years, due to the fact that
there is no wear and tear from the magnetic rotor - a huge step
forward in the design of artificial hearts.
From this one project, John has grown a trans-Asian
collaboration of all the smartest minds in bionic hearts and lungs
– with doctors, engineers, scientists and patients – all working
on various aspects of these devices to improve outcomes in
patients with end stage heart and lung disease.
John is enthusiastic about the international team collaborating
on this project “We’ve got the best teams in the world working on this. From all
across Australia, China, Malaysia, Japan, Singapore, Taiwan and
more. This is not just taking a tablet, changing blood pressure
by a couple of points - these devices can change lives entirely.
Imagine, living without a pulse – devices that can be used
off the shelf – when no transplants are available. Now, that
changes everything! It would really mess with Mrs Geggan’s
biology classes back in Hill Street!”
If you would like to read more about this story online, you can
find it if you search for The Australian + BiVacor in your web
browser.
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BURSARY TRIBUTE TO

MARIO ROMANO

“Enthusiasm is the key to success.”

In honour of their father’s achievements and his passion for his
business, the Romano family established The Mario Romano
Bursary, through the College’s ‘Opportunity Fund’ which is
helping a bright, young person from a financially challenging
background to flourish at St Aloysius’ College.

The Ambassador in Blythswood Square, Campsie Glen Hotel,
Country Club Hotel, Spaghetti Factory, Back Alley, The Fountain,
L’Ariosto, Mamma Mia, Gavin’s Mill, Sannino and the North
Rotunda were all part of his portfolio, as well as the Redhurst
Hotel at Eastwood Toll and Manor Park in Prestwick.

Mario Romano was a key mover in the transformation of
Glasgow’s dining scene after arriving in the city in 1961, aged
just 21. Primarily responsible for the shift in the Glaswegian
palette to more sophisticated fare, he opened more than 30
restaurants in and around the city in a long and fruitful career.

He ceased working in his own kitchens in the early 1970s whilst
expanding the business but never took his eye off the quality
of food and service in each restaurant where attention to every
detail, insistence on the best ingredients and his warmth and
charisma maintained his loyal following. He continued with the
expansion of his portfolio with further projects including Da
Luciano in Bothwell, Bar Milano in Byres Road and Giffnock,
The Venue in Newton Mearns and latterly the highly successful
Mediterraneo on Ingram Street, fittingly located in Glasgow’s
Italian quarter. That was to be his swan song before his untimely
passing in 2011.

Son of a Naples chef and himself a Zurich Hotel School graduate,
Mr Romano’s first job was at one of Glasgow’s best-known
eateries, Dino’s, where he was paid £15 per week. Just two years
later, the ambitious young Neapolitan started his own Italian
dining business when he opened his first restaurant, Sorrento,
located close to the former Ivanhoe Hotel on Buchanan Street, in
1963. This was the beginning of a 50 year journey creating and
opening new restaurants in and around Glasgow.
Vesuvio Dinner-Dance Restaurant followed in 1965, O Sole
Mio in 1968 and the renowned Spaghetti House in Sauchiehall
Street, which was added to his portfolio in 1976. His fourth
venture proved so popular that Mr Romano once said that he
served up to 350 customers a day and would have to close at
8pm because he would run out of food.
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Himself one of six children, Mr Romano and wife Guiseppina,
known as Pina, had four children of their own – a son and three
daughters. Ciro, who runs his own music business, Neapolitan,
in London, Carla, the former GMTV and STV presenter, Claudia
who works in the Brighton property industry, and Monica who
is married to former Rangers and AC Milan midfielder Rino
Gattuso. Ciro, Claudia and Monica are all former pupils of the
College.

Photographer - Mark Mainz, Herald & Times

THE OPPORTUNITY FUND
“The opportunity of a lifetime ” is how one former bursary
recipient described her experience at St Aloysius’ College,
now the name of our Bursary programme.
Raising money for the education of others was undertaken
by St Ignatius himself over 450 years ago , and today we
continue that work through The Opportunity Fund.
Bursaries help bright pupils from low income families receive
an independent education and achieve their true potential.
Five Fast Facts about Bursaries:
1. Bursary applicants must have shown early promise at their feeder school and achieve a high academic pass
rate in the entrance exams.
2. Bursary families are means-tested to ensure awards go to the most deserving young people.
3. Many Bursary pupils go on to University to study a variety of subjects, including Medicine, Dentistry, Teaching,
Nursing, Business, Media, Engineering and Law.
4. From its earned income, the College apportions approximately £700,000 to Bursary provision each year.
5. Annually the College supports between 75 – 90 Bursary pupils on a mixture of full and partial awards.
If you would like to make a gift to The Opportunity Fund, please visit:
https://community.staloysius.org/development/ways-to-give
Find out about establishing a Named Bursary by contacting
Caroline Notman, Director of Development & Alumni Relations
at the College on 0141-331-9274 or cnotman@staloysius.org
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A NEW SPORTS HALL FOR
ST ALOYSIUS’ COLLEGE
In November 1935, St Aloysius’ College saw the official
opening ceremony of its new Gymnasium in the College
Hall. Reports at the time quoted that ‘the school need
no longer blush whenever the mystic word ‘Gymnasium’
came into the conversation”.
Eighty years on and the College roll has grown to over
1100 pupils. However, the Hall has remained unchanged
and has been the only internal space to play sport,
games, hold assemblies, or dances and events. In fact,
it has been all things to all people.
A long-held ambition to build a new Sports Hall is now
becoming a reality, as a 3-storey building of 2000m2

on the corner of Dalhousie Street and Renfrew Street is
under construction, due to be completed towards the
end of 2016.
Look out for S4 pupil Aidan McHugh (pictured opposite),
an up-and-coming tennis star who plays all across Europe
in U18s tournaments. For all our pupils who excel in sport,
Aidan knows that the Sports Hall will be a great resource,
whilst at the same time will benefit every pupil.
“Having the Sports Hall on our doorstep will mean that
more pupils can access a wider range of sports. It’s going
to transform sport at the College.”

“Be our Sporting Heroes” fundraising campaign will be launched in 2016 to our Aloysian Community.
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LEGACY NEWS
Remembering the College in his Will

Ted McCluskey (OA 1949) 1931 - 2013
A legacy has been left to the College by former pupil, Edward McCluskey, known as “Ted”.
Originally from Tollcross, Ted began his College career at the tender age of six in 1938, just one
month before he turned seven, the official age in those days for being admitted to the College.
A keen footballer and member of the 116th Gonzaga Scouts, at the age of 16 he became involved
with the St Vincent de Paul Conference, to which he remained committed for the next 65 years of
his life, helping those less fortunate than himself.
After College, he was accepted into the Civil Service, working in Customs & Excise and eventually
becoming an Air Traffic Controller. His professional life took him to France, Belgium and Northern
Ireland, before finally retiring to Ireland.
By remembering the College in his Will, Ted is the first Old Aloysian to do so for many years. He
even went so far as to instruct his gift to be left to the “College Building Fund”, so without realising
it, Ted is the first donor to our new Sports Facility.
Ted is survived by his two sisters.

The Footsteps Fund
Remembering the College in Your Will
Often the one way that people can make a major gift is to leave a legacy. A legacy can benefit a Bursary pupil,
contribute towards musical instruments, sporting equipment, refurbishments or a new building.
After friends and family are taken care of, if you would like to remember the College in your Will, then please make your
wishes known to the Development Office, so we can ensure that your gift is disbursed in accordance with your wishes.
There are 4 main types of legacy gift:
1.

A Pecuniary Gift – is a defined sum of money.

2. A Residuary Gift - relates to the residual value of your estate once all debts, fees and any pecuniary legacies have
been paid.
3. A non-Monetary Gift - this can be property, stocks, and works of art, copyright revenues or any other 			
valuable item.
4. A Reversionary Gift - a property may be left to a spouse for his/her lifetime and then bequeathed to the College 		
after his/her death.
Your solicitor will advise on the wording for your Will, taking into account your wishes.

What are the benefits of leaving a Legacy?
Legacies are exempt from inheritance tax, so it may help reduce the amount of tax payable if your estate is over the
exempt threshold, which in 2015 is £325,000.
By remembering the College in your Will, you will be leaving a footprint in the future and making a lasting gift for
tomorrow’s Old Aloysians.
To discuss a legacy in confidence, please contact Director of Development, Caroline Notman.
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WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?
Four OAs talk about their time at the College and what they are doing now.

Fiona MacLean (1986)
remembers her College days and tells us how she
helping cancer patients today.

’s

“Looking back, the strong work ethic and
belief in social justice, both instilled in
me at the College, have shaped my life.”

“My favourite thing about the College was the building; its
history and character. I liked the Ref and the 6th year Common
Room and often got away with leaving early when I was on ‘Ref
Duty’ – one of the privileges of being a Prefect.

“In 1982 I was one of the first girls to attend the College, joining
with four other girls in our 2nd year at the Senior School.
We started after Christmas, so term had begun and I can still
recall sitting the entrance exam and thinking that some of the
questions were a bit odd!
“Being one of the first girls was quite strange – we certainly
stood out! However, with only five girls, there was not enough
for a sports team, so PE was probably quite a challenge for
the teaching staff, which was just as well as I disliked hockey.
However, I enjoyed Chemistry very much and was always
delighted to get full marks in Mrs Sweeney’s tests and Miss
Timmons fuelled my appreciation of History.
“There were strict fashion rules for the girls - we were not
permitted to wear patent leather shoes and the heel heights
were measured by Mrs Campbell, to keep us in order.

“Careers advice from Mrs Mone, coupled with my enjoyment
of Chemistry and Biology, set me on a path to study Pharmacy
at the University of Strathclyde (BSc 1990). I then moved to
Aberdeen for my pre-registration year, and worked in Tayside,
Glasgow’s Royal Infirmary and Edinburgh’s Western General.
I took an MSc in Clinical Pharmacy at Strathclyde (MSc 1998)
and today I am the Lead Clinical Pharmacist Cancer Care/
Neurosciences in NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde.
“My clinical speciality is cancer care and I work between the
New Victoria Hospital and the new South Glasgow University
Hospital.
“My team ensure safe prescribing and practices related to
chemotherapy, and we spend time with our patients discussing
toxicity, management of side effects, how to best take
medicines etc. I’d like to think we do make a difference to their
treatment journey.
In between all of this, I met my husband and we married in
2000 and our daughter, Louise, was born in 2005. Family,
football and friends are a big part of my life; work is challenging
but also enjoyable. Looking back, the strong work ethic and
belief in social justice, both instilled in me at the College, have
shaped my life.”
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WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?
Emma MacKenzie (1986)
(née Byrne)

recalls how a talk from an Old Aloysian set her on the
path to her career

“We have all been gifted with many
talents and it’s up to us to use them to
make things happen.”

“At school, we were given a careers talk by a former pupil,
Roano Pierotti, on commercial property and a family friend in
the property business, so I decided to study for a BSc in Land
Economy. After graduating from Paisley College, I worked in
Edinburgh for a surveying practice to qualify as MRICS.
“Today I am married with four children – my oldest is nineteen
and youngest is twelve and we live in East Lothian. I managed
to take ten years out to raise my family and then returned to
work as a chartered surveyor and Director of New River Retail,
which is a Real Estate Investment Trust which buys, runs,
develops and sells shopping centres and retail parks.
I am responsible for the property management of the entire
UK portfolio and marketing, which means I work in London two
“In 1982 I joined 3rd year when girls had only just come into

days each week. In my spare time, I run and do yoga regularly

that year. There were seven of us. I was excited to be there, as

and enjoy having family and friends in my home.

my father, grandfather, uncles and cousins had all attended the
College and my brother and sister were already there. However,

“On reflection, I think my time at the College gave me an

I didn’t get a new blazer!

understanding that we have all been gifted with many
talents and it’s up to us to use them to make things happen.

“I can vividly recall playing hockey between two rugby pitches;

The College gave me a real sense of self-reliance and an

being the only girl in the class in numerous subjects; the boys

appreciation of and empathy for the less fortunate.

being asked to allow the girls out of the class first; Mr Ferrie
(Bilko) tipping his forehead and stepping aside when he passed

“Whenever I see a girl in a Green Blazer in Glasgow, I always

girls in the corridor; being danced off my feet at school discos;

want to say hello! They look so young, and yet, at the time, I

ski trips to Aviemore; sitting in the pews in St Aloysius’ Church;

thought I was so grown up. I felt enormously proud to wear my

reading at Mass as Vice-Captain; Mrs McGrotty in the Ref - rolls

Green Blazer as one of the first girls. I loved my first day and

and sausage - and of course laughing a lot!

every day at the College.”
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WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?
Brett McGoldrick OA (2009)
combining Football, Business and Charity, Brett McGoldrick
OA (2009) Realised His Sporting Ambition Off The Pitch.

“I’m looking forward to our
10 year reunion for the
Class of 2009!”

“I joined the College mid-way through my 3rd year in 2006 and
came in each day from the quiet village of Bridge of Weir, so I
loved the buzz of travelling into the city centre. I really enjoyed
the trips away and in particular the annual retreats which
created a sense of camaraderie amongst all the pupils.
“Whilst at the College I always had a keen interest in sport, in
particular football. I was part of Mr Masterson’s squad who won
the Scottish Schools Independent Cup, but my lack of ability as
a player meant I would have to take up a role off the pitch!
“The teaching staff were first class and passed on so much
advice and expertise that I still refer back to it to this very day.
My Business Management teacher, Miss Savage, was a huge
influence who really pushed me to do well academically and
take the subject onto university.
“After leaving the College I went on to study Management at
the University of Strathclyde’s Business School. As a student,
I began working overseas in Greece as a Holiday Rep for
Thomas Cook for a couple of years before being promoted
to a Resort Manager. Following this, I was offered the job at
Sunderland AFC Foundation of Light, and given that I wanted
“Newcastle is an exciting city and I get to work in an industry

to combine my interest in sport with my degree, this was the

for which I have a real interest and passion. As Business

natural route for me to take.”

Development Manager for the registered charity of Sunderland
AFC Foundation of Light, it gives me the opportunity to help
improve the lives of families and children across the north
east of England. I get to travel, meet new people and ensure

As we go to print, Brett is bringing his talents back to Scotland

everyone involved has a positive experience of the Foundation

and has just started an exciting new role as Sponsorship

of Light and Sunderland AFC.

Executive at The Hibernian Football Club.
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WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?
Doctor John Pitts OA (1978)
High flying doctor John Pitts OA (1978), aka “Pittsy”, splits his
time between London & Barbados these days. He reflects on
his school days and how the College was a turning point for
him.

“I’m grateful to all my teachers.”
“I always felt that St Aloysius’
was a safe haven”
knowing how stuff works, and that included the body. Later on,
I wanted to understand the mind and how people function in
groups, but it all started with wanting to understand the body
as a machine. I went straight to Glasgow University to study
Medicine. If I was doing it again, I’d have taken a gap year
and travelled further afield to study – I wasn’t aware of all the
exciting options out there.
“After leaving University, I trained in the NHS and ‘did my time’
serving in it. I love the UK’s egalitarian goals for health care, but
I hate the way the NHS is run, with bullying politicians, profiteers
and managers constantly engaging in power struggles, in
which patient care is forgotten. (I have a library of articles about
whistle-blowing in the NHS and the cruel fate of those who
swim against the tide to highlight inadequacies in patient care).
“I always felt that St Aloysius’ was a safe haven. I still feel that a
Jesuit education develops critical and strategic thinking skills at
an advanced level. I’m grateful to all of my teachers for going
out of their way to help me. My academic skills weren’t that
developed when I arrived but I was coasting by the time I left.

“I immediately noticed a huge difference between my primary
school and the ethos at St Al’s. The former was all about rote
learning with no explanation of ‘why’ and bullying was also
rampant. However, in Hill Street, I noticed straight away that
discipline was tight and there was no room for bullies; that it
was a safe environment, in other words.

“I met an amazing bunch of peers and am still in touch with
my friends from those days: Austin Lafferty, David Ruddy,
Gerry Graham, Eddie Crozier, Tony Mannion, Iain McNicol, Lim
Cheung, and Ferranti Wong among them. And we still manage
to stay in touch in London, Glasgow, Hong Kong or Vatersay
every few years.

“The next thing I became aware of was that I was being treated
like an adult, and an individual – being encouraged to think for
myself, and argue my position. Before coming to the College,
I despised school. I had failed my entrance exams for John
Ogilvie Hall and only just scraped in at the bottom of the D class
when I applied again to the College. The fact that by the end
of first year I was up in the A class, speaks volumes about the
quality and motivation of the educators there.

“I enjoy writing and publish my novels on Kindle. I’ve finished
one and am half way through two more. I’m fascinated with
themes of alienation and belonging, the way people behave
in relation to society’s rules, whistle-blowing, groupthink and
the morals of rule-breaking. I hope this Kantian aspect comes
through, but that the cops and robbers aspect is fun to read as
well.”

“I became interested in medicine because I had a love of
anatomy and physiology, which appeared on my radar
because I was interested in sports and fitness training. I love

‘Road Kill’ by John Pitts is published on Kindle books, available
through Amazon.co.uk
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DONORS
Recognising Your Support
St Aloysius’ College staff and pupils are extremely grateful for the generosity of all those who support the College.
Your gifts make a direct impact on our pupils, providing bursaries, improving the pupil experience for extra-curricular
activities and trips, as well as developing facilities on the College campus, including our new Sports Hall.
The following list acknowledges all gifts, legacies and contributions received by the Development Office during August
2013 to the end of October 2015.
As well as the donors listed below, we are also grateful to those individuals and companies who support the College
anonymously.
Every effort has been made to ensure the donor list is accurate.
If you have any questions, please contact Kirstie Birr on kbirr@staloysius.org or 0141 332 3190.
Mrs A Andrew
Mr T Andrew
Sheriff J Baird
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Mr B Barrie
Mrs M Berry
Mrs R Birt
Mr K Birt
Mrs P Boyle
Brewin Dolphin
Mr R Browne
Mgr C Burns
Professor Sir H Burns
Mr R Cairney
Mr E Cairns
Mr P Cairns
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Mrs M Carey
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Mrs P Romano
Dr P Ryan
Scottish Sea Farms
Mr K Sharp
Mr W Sloan
Suburban Taverns Ltd
Charitable Trust
Steering Rack Services
Mrs R Stark
The Aloysian Association
The Maurice Taylor Charitable
Trust
Mr P Tran
Mr W Watt
Mrs G West
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THE STEPHEN JARDINE
MEMORIAL CUP
Stephen Thomas Jardine,
20 June 1961 – 23 October 1983
The Stephen Jardine Memorial Cup was established in 2015 by
Stephen’s family for a College competition in Public Speaking,
which had been a particular interest of his. The 2015 winner was
Ryan Duffy of S2.
Stephen Jardine (Class of 1979) was an academically gifted
pupil, who also excelled in extra-curricular activities, such as the
Debating Society and the Dramatic Society.
The highlight of his debating career was winning the Scottish
Schools Debating trophy with his partner Martin Rodger in 1978,
the prize for which was an all-expenses paid trip to the USA. One
notable scalp during this competition was Liam Fox who later
became conservative Defence Minister under David Cameron.
In 1979, Stephen went up to Selwyn College, Cambridge where
he read Chemistry, gaining his degree in 1982. He then joined
Searle Pharmaceuticals as a research chemist where he worked
until his untimely death in a road traffic collision in 1983.

Martin Rodger & Stephen Jardine (left and 2nd from left)

Stephen (2nd from right) with Fr. Banyard (left) and ‘The Vatersay Raiders’
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
We remember those Old Aloysians who have passed away in the last year.

Name 			 Class 			
Mr Joseph Beltrami		
Mr John Curley			
Mr Terence McEvoy		
Sheriff James Patrick Murphy		
Professor Thomas Carbery OBE		
Mr William Ralph			
Mr Hugh Wallace			
Mr Paul Donnelly			
Mr George McLaughlin		
Mr Jonathan Wilson		
Mr Joseph S Kenny		
Dr James Devine			
Mr Francis Moran			
Mr Martin O’Callaghan		
Mr Paul McConnell		

Date of Death

1951			
1965			
1990			
1950			
1941			
1952			
1966			
1935			
1966			
1988			
1949			
1944			
1947			

22/02/2015
24/02/2015
04/03/2015
19/03/2015
14/04/2015
17/04/2015
19/05/2015
24/05/2015
29/06/2015
31/08/2015
01/09/2015
07/09/2015
23/09/2015

1974			
1980			

04/10/2015
08/11/2015
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